Challenging the NRA {#cesec10}
===================

Former New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg has announced that he will spend US\$50 million this year to reduce gun violence in the USA. The money will be used to develop [Everytown for Gun Safety](http://everytown.org/){#interrefs10}---a new organisation to rival the National Rifle Association. The group will press for political reform, unite like-minded voters, and raise awareness.

MERS increase {#cesec20}
=============

The number of infections with Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus has been rising. 17 new cases were announced in Saudi Arabia on April 22, adding to the 49 in the previous 6 days. Officials in Malaysia and Greece have reported the first cases in their countries, and an individual in the Philippines has tested positive for the virus.

Places of safety {#cesec30}
================

The Care Quality Commission has launched a map of [health-based places of safety](http://www.cqc.org.uk/public/publications/themed-inspections/thematic-review-mental-health-crisis-care/map-health-based-pl){#interrefs20} in England for individuals detained under Section 136 of the Mental Health Act. The map shows disparities in the provision of these safe havens. People younger than 16 years cannot be admitted to more than a third of facilities, and those younger than 17 years are excluded from half.

Chikungunya outbreak {#cesec40}
====================

More than 10 000 people in Tonga have been infected with chikungunya virus in the country's first outbreak of the disease. The mosquito-borne virus is believed to have spread to Tonga from other Pacific islands. Health officials are urging people to take the necessary precautions, such as sleeping under mosquito nets.
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Polio vaccine {#cesec50}
=============

Children younger than 5 years living in Taliban strongholds in Pakistan will be given polio vaccines at security checkpoints to minimise the risk of attacks. Since December, 2012, more than 50 people have been killed in militant attacks on polio vaccination teams in Pakistan. As many as 2643 polio teams will be participating in the vaccination campaign.
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Killer epidemic {#cesec60}
===============

In Paraguay, members of the Ayoreo-Totobiegosode tribe who have been forced out of the Chaco forest because of deforestation are dying of a mysterious respiratory illness. Although this illness manifests with symptoms similar to those of tuberculosis, the tribe members often test negative for tuberculosis and hence do not receive the life-saving drugs that they need.

Sickle-cell screening {#cesec70}
=====================

A screening initiative for sickle-cell disease modelled on the UK programme is to be launched in Nigeria. Sickle Cell Cohort Research---the organisation leading the project---hopes to emulate the programme's success in Nigeria, where 150 000 babies with the disease are born every year. 300 babies with the disorder were identified through the programme in England in the UK.

Unintentional drowning {#cesec80}
======================

According to the US National Center for Health Statistics, 46 419 people died from [unintentional drowning](http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db149.htm){#interrefs30} in the USA from 1999 to 2010---an average of 3 868 deaths per year. The frequency of deaths due to drowning has decreased overall in this period, but unintentional drowning has been the leading cause of death from unintentional injury in boys aged 1--4 years since 2005.

Dengue in Nauru {#cesec90}
===============

Three confirmed cases of dengue fever have been reported at an Australian refugee detention centre on the Pacific island of Nauru. The outbreak has drawn attention to the crowded conditions at such facilities, and has sparked calls for greater oversight of Australia's overseas refugee detention system, which the UN has called illegal and inhumane.

Abortion law overturned {#cesec100}
=======================

A US federal judge has overturned an anti-abortion law in North Dakota, calling it invalid and unconstitutional. The law---deemed the most restrictive in the USA---banned abortions from the point when a fetal heartbeat can be detected, which can be as early as 6 weeks into a pregnancy. The state attorney general has not yet indicated whether he will appeal the decision.

World Immunization Week {#cesec110}
=======================

Vaccines are to be promoted between April 24 and 30, with a focus on staying up-to-date, as part of WHO's [annual campaign](http://www.who.int/campaigns/immunization-week/2014/event/en/){#interrefs40} to protect people against disease. Vaccination prevents 2--3 million deaths every year, and protects children against many diseases. However, one in five children worldwide are still not being immunised, mainly in India, Indonesia, and Nigeria.

Sexism in Japan {#cesec120}
===============

According to Japan's Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, in March, 2013, 127 800 scientists in the country were women---just 14·4% of the total number. Despite being the highest proportion ever recorded for Japan, it is lower than in many other countries---eg, in South Korea, 17·3% of scientists were women in 2010.

For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio/>
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